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individual effort   The poet has grown old, but the times too
have changed
A particular political and social programme, whether serious
or comic, is perhaps not so interesting as the reaction to it, and
that also is shown in this play. We must look for it not so
much in the applause of the other women, or m the amusing
exchange of question and answer between Praxagora and her
husband, but in one scene which has a peculiar charm of its
own: two citizens, one decent and willing, the other a sceptical
egoist, voice their reactions to the decree which demands that
all property shall be handed over to the State l The scene is
not only extremely comic, it also reveals the whole psychology
of the people. Two strongly contrasted types are depicted, the
public-spirited, law-abiding, essentially democratic citizen,
and the self-seeking opportunist for whom democracy is
merely the means to his own advantage Sketched in a few
lines we have the Zoon pohtokon and the Zoon oikonomikon^ the
political and the economic type of man The short and in-
genious scene, which ends without making clear which is the
'wiser' type (we should ourselves be inclined to say the oppor-
tunist), gives a picture not only of the actual conditions and
possibilities of the time, but also of the eternal struggle that
endangers liberty and social equality.
The same subject is dealt with in the last of the surviving
comedies In the Ploutos the poet turns his back on the politi-
cal world, which gave the Ekklenazousat at least its basic
situation. The extant play was probably not only a recast of
a much earlier comedy of the same title, performed in 408,
but completely re-written. In its form and in the types of
character as well as the non-political setting, the Ploutos marks
the beginning of Middle Comedy; and this change of outward
and inward form is to be attributed not to the weakness of ad-
vancing age, but to the triumph of the spirit over this weak-
ness. It is noteworthy that in the following centuries the
Ploutos was one of the most widely read comedies and kept its
place even beside Menander. Fighting passion, creative intui-
tion, spirited wit, may have grown scarce and weak; but the
fact that Aristophanes was himself capable of leading the way
from Old Comedy to a new literary form, adapting himself
in his latest works to the changed times and even giving